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Performing City Resilience
Goal: Strategically shape thinking on arts and 
resilience through an interdisciplinary 
engagement with artists, curators, cultural 
leaders, resilience stakeholders, city officials and 
us, as performance theorists.

Engaging performance theory with city 
challenges 



www.performingcityresilience.wordpress.com



https://www.100resilientcities.org/performing-city-resilience-case-study-new-orleans/



Case Study: New Orleans, March/April 2018



Performance event: The Stranger Disease



Performance venue: The Music Box Village



Performance ‘thinking’: Situation Room



Practices and Processes of Performing City Resilience
• Listening: surveying arts practices, interviewing key stakeholders to understand 

multiple interpretations of the city, its arts ecology, and its resilience challenges.

• Gathering: placing ideas and practices from arts and resilience in conversation, 
inviting engagement, developing nuanced understandings of arts and resilience.

• Challenging: collaborating with key stakeholders to change understandings and 
practices in a city.

• Recalibrating: Reporting on findings with particular focus on policy development.



Conclusions
• PCR: a mechanism for thinking through city resilience

• Multi-faceted: artworks, venues, civic infrastructures etc.
• Broad scope: Identifies existing practice as current mode of thinking AND

introduces performance theory as means to think about operation of cities.


